
 Wow! Once Again the Annual Fund Changes the Face of MICH
The Elementary Extended Day room in the lower level was transformed this summer.

Walls were drywalled (bye-bye cinderblock walls), two bathrooms were added, new flooring, additional
lighting, new furniture, tables that fold up onto the wall (for increased floor space when needed) –
what a difference! – we now have a space that can be used by all ages and for a variety of activities.

These transformations would not have been possible without the tax-deductible donations from over
130 members of the MICH community. A special thank you to our alumni parents who contributed to
last year’s Annual Fund: George and Linda Beechener, Jack and Kristin Brandenburg, Bruce and Torii
Campbell, Wes and Ellen Gardner, John and Pam Newman, Paul Simmons, Doug Steele and Dianna
Young, Steven and Laura Stomski, and Kevin & Sarah Wengernuk.

MICH depends on the support of our extended community to continue improving and changing to meet
the needs of our students  - and to be an institution – that our alumni are proud to claim!

Please consider making a donation to this year’s Annual Fund. Help keep MICH at the forefront of
Montessori Education in the Annapolis area . . . because we love to Teach Children to Shine!

Fall 2014

Just Who Are These Alums?
Did you see this picture posted on our facebook page? No?
Then maybe you have not visited our page and ‘liked’ us!
Take a second to go to our page -
 https://www.facebook.com/pages/Montessori-
International-Childrens-House-MICH/231693043558550

Check it out – ‘like’ us – and if we post something that
interests you, please ‘share’ it. Help us spread the word
about our wonderful school!

Now Back to Those Alums!
Who are these charmers? Wonder what they are doing now? Well, so do we! Help us keep up with
everybody by letting us know what you are doing! High School, College, Marriage, Children, Travel,
Job – everything is fair game. Pictures are always welcome! Please email info to
mking@montessoriinternational.org. A special gift awaits the first person to email us the names!



   Alum Updates …
Don’t see your name? It must be because we don’t know what
you are doing and we want to! Please email information and

pictures to mking@montessoriinternational.org

Seth Charles Baker (’03) graduated from St. Mary’s College
of Maryland with a major in mathematics.

Carlos Christensen (’02) is working at the Montanita
Spanish School where he is the volunteer and community
relations coordinator.

Luca Cook swims year-round
for the Naval Academy Aquatic
Club and this past summer he
qualified for and swam at the
Long Course State meet
at St. Mary’s College.

Alexis Cowing graduated
from the Naval Academy and was
commissioned a navy ensign.

Skylar Deichmann (’13) was
inducted into the Central Middle
School Chapter of the National
Junior Honor Society.  She is also
on the Principal's Honor Roll and
is in the Spanish Club, Chorus,
and Strings Orchestra (won County
competition and came in 2nd in
State last year). Outside of school
she is on the National Short Stirrup
Equestrian Team; a Girl Scout
Cadette (working on a silver award);
Youth Group member, and likes to
practice archery in our back yard.

Miranda Durner (’11)
graduated from Severn School
and is attending Stevenson
College.

Lindsey Gardner Rivero (’04) and her husband Nicholas are
the proud parents of Elliott Grace Rivero born August 18,
2014.

Ellie Handel graduated from
Indian Creek and is in New
York beginning her freshman
year at NYU, Tisch School of
the Arts. 

Sophie Handel competed in the
2014 Acrobatics Gymnastics World
Championships in Paris France in
July and is training for her 3rd
consecutive World Championships
that take place in China, 2015.

Gabe Haydar received an
honorable mention award
for his score on the National Spanish exam this year!
Note from Pam Haydar - It all started with Senora Coe!

AJ Himes is living in downtown
Annapolis and was married to
Stephanie Carey on May 30th
2014. He working with 2U as an
Admissions Counselor for
University of Southern
California and is also the head
coach for the U15 API lacrosse
team.

Francesca Howard is attending the Honors College at
the College of Charleston on academic scholarship
studying pre-med.   She played volleyball at Broadneck
High School, and was an active member of their
National Honor Society chapter.   She spent much of
this past summer in Australia and New Zealand.

Julia Howard is a Junior at Broadneck.   She spends
much of her time on the volleyball court and studying
American Sign Language.   A candidate for National
Honor Society, she's on track to study either
chiropractic (like her mom!), or dentistry.

   Lana Humes (’08) graduated
   from Severn School and  is in
   her freshman year at Auburn
   University.

Carlena Jackson is a 6th grader at Bates in
the Performing and Visual Arts Program.  She was
accepted into the Creative Writing discipline, which she
is enjoying very much.

Josephine Pedersen is doing well in
Berlin where she attends a Montessori
Kindergarten and is now speaking
German fluently. Josephine is happy
to announce that she has a new sister,
Lillian, who was born 23 June 2014. 
When we arrived in Germany in Jan
2013 she had no problem adjusting to
Germany since all the materials in her
classroom were the same, just the
language had changed. One of her
teachers even commented that you
can tell she is a Montessori child. 



Carl Tucker (’11) is a sophomore at Annapolis High
School where he is on the JV football team this year and
was on the JV basketball team last year. He is very
interested in history. All those pin maps he did have paid
off; he knows the locations of countries other students
have never heard of.  This makes all history make more
sense. He's debating between the IB program and taking
AP classes next year.

Claire Tucker (’08) is taking a
full load of classes at AACC, which
she is enjoying, while she
considers her next step. She had
regular opportunities to dress up
this fall, working at the
Renaissance Festival.  

Claire & Carl at the
Coliseum in Rome last summer

Lauren Wilmot (’04) is completing
her last year at the University of
Virginia where she is the Captain
of the Varsity Co-ed Cheerleading
Team (Go Hoos!) and the
Co-Recruitment Chair of her
sorority. She is in the process of
interviewing for jobs, hoping to
pursue a career in sales. 

Katie Wood Sevon (’90)
and her husband, Matt, have
adopted a baby girl,
Eniah Jane! She was born
on March 31st and is super
cute. She just turned 6
months old and they are so
in love with her!

Congratulations!
To Brandon Powell and Luca Verdi for being named to
the dean’s list for the spring semester at Rochester
Institute of Technology.

To MICH Alums Ivy Braddock and Alexander VanWie
who as last year’s St. Martins in the Field 6th grade
students helped produce “Hero Math,” a comic book story
featuring math problems!

To Jonah Svendsen (’12) who gave a speech at his 8th

grade graduation from Severn River Middle School.

… when last we heard

The Porter Brothers: Bart, Beau and Bret
participated in the competitive wakeboarding INT
Regional Competition in Alabama the end of
September. They spent the summer competing in the
North Carolina INT program.

C. Harrison Regan
Broadneck High Class of 2014
received a hard-earned Eagle
Award. For his Eagle project,
he built an information kiosk
near the waterfront at Lake
Waterford Park in Pasadena.
He estimated it took over 30
hours of labor and planning to complete. Regan is a
NROTC cadet at SUNY (State University of New York)
Maritime College, a maritime college in Fort Schuyler
on the Throggs Neck peninsula of the Bronx, in New
York City, majoring in marine engineering.

Sam Renaut (’92) is an NFL Agent and Director of
West Coast Operations for PlayersRep Sports
Management. He is also serving as Chairman, Board of
Advisors, Sports Law and Business Program at Arizona
State University.

Leilani Smyth is attending a Montessori school in Key
West FL.

Ritchie Petitbon recently
committed to play football
for Alabama starting next fall.
The 6-foot-4, 307-pound
offensive tackle for Gonzaga
College High School in
Washington, D.C., received 25
scholarship offers from schools
in every major conference.

Courtesy photo, Capital Gazette /
September 27, 2014 )

Julie Squire graduated from the University of
Maryland – College Park with a BS in Mechanical
Engineering.

Laura Squire graduated from the Air Force Academy
and was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the
USAF.



In Memorium – Helen Higuera
Helen Josephine Higuera, 24, died May 26 in Annapolis.
Born November 9, 1989 in Annapolis, she was a 2007
graduate of Archbishop Spalding High School, where she
finished first in her graduating class. Helen earned a BA
in History from Stanford University in 2011; an MBA in
Change Management from the Russian Presidential
Academy of National Economy and Public Administration
in 2012; and was enrolled as a student at
Georgetown University Law School. In addition, she was
tutoring ESL classes at St. Mary's. Our heartfelt condolences to the Higuera family and to their friends.

Congratulations
to our newest Graduates!

We bid a very bittersweet farewell to our graduates:
(from left) Trent Russ, Will Heard, Jack Dunshee and
Hunter Ward. Collectively they represent 29 years of
MICH education!

We have been privileged to see them grow into
remarkable young people who we are very proud to call
MICH graduates.

These graduates represent all that we want our graduates
to attain. They love to learn, they are sure of themselves,
they embrace life, they care about others, and they are
joyful.

We look forward to their continued success!

Alums – We Could Use Your Help
Secret Shop – December 7th, 1:00 – 3:00 pm
There are a variety of ways that you can help – Shopping
Assistants with the younger students, check-in, packaging
gifts, etc.

Please email Margo King if you are interested –
mking@montessoriinternational.org.

With a Little Help From Our Friends

Jonah Svendsen (’12) 
and his brother Sam 
moved furniture this
summer

Ted Mussenden, alumni
parent and now MICH
grandparent has become
our resident ‘handigrand’,
helping out as needed with
repairs

Susan Judge, alumni
parent, dropped off
books for the library
and the PTO used
book sale last spring

Miranda Durner (‘08)
gave a talk on whales
and dolphins to the
elementary students
with Lana Humes (’08)
and her Dad, Mike
providing
technical assistance

Melissa Torres, Nate &
Julie Russ, Janelle
Humes  spoke at the
Elementary Dinner
about the wonders of
the elementary
program



Your Shopping Benefits MICH!

Amazon.com - Please remember to shop at amazon.com through the MICH website. Not only are there
usually good prices and free shipping, but MICH benefits! All you have to do is go to
montessoriinternational.org and click on the amazon.com logo located on the bottom right of our homepage.
Spread the word – family, friends, and neighbors can also shop via our website.

Do you forget to go through our website when shopping on amazon.com? Is it too much trouble
when ordering on your phone or tablet? - There is a solution where MICH still benefits! Amazon
Smile:

What is AmazonSmile?
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support your favorite charitable organization every time
you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast
selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate
a portion of the purchase price to MICH.

How do I shop at AmazonSmile?
To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your computer or mobile
device. You may also want to add a bookmark to AmazonSmile to make it even easier to return and start your
shopping at AmazonSmile.

Which products on AmazonSmile are eligible for charitable donations?
Tens of millions of products on Amazon are eligible for donations. You will see eligible products marked
“Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages. Recurring Subscribe-and-Save purchases
and subscription renewals are not currently eligible.

Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile?
Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding or
baby registry, and other account settings are also the same.

How do I select a charitable organization to support when shopping on AmazonSmile? On your first
visit to AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), you need to select Montessori International Children’s House (make
sure you get us!) to receive donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. They will remember
your selection, and then every eligible purchase you make on AmazonSmile will result in funds for MICH.

If you shop through our website at amazon.com, we earn 7% of the sales (sliding scale).
If you shop through smile.amazon.com, we earn a flat 5%. However it may be easier if you routinely order on
smaller devises – just make sure you bookmark the site once you have joined! Spread the word – anyone can
support MICH this way!

Mark Your Calendar!

It’s hard to believe that in 2015 –2016 MICH will
be celebrating its 30th Anniversary! We will kick
off this monumental anniversary year with

The Auction for Our School on
May 9, 2014 Lowes Annapolis

 It is never too early to get your alumni parent table together!

 If you are interested in donating or placing an advertisement, please go to our website 
Supporting  Auction for the forms.

 Yes, the fantastic Restaurant Raffle will return! Raffle forms will be on the Web under
Auction as soon as they are available. Remember – these chances make great
presents/stocking stuffers for family and friends.



Sam Renaut ('92) checked out all 

the changes at MICH

Carlos Christensen reminisces with
 Mrs. Mitra this smmer

Julia Chalmers and her mom, Amy Chalmers

Quinn Lemmon ('09) sat in on a book club discussion
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